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^ fly (A^vAO t^f 

La. v * otjv.o Hol-vugh, editor 

16 South Jackson 3t., 

Grecncostle, I IT U> 1 35— *-X>7V 

Boar i s. golough, 

Core wmornting POIA mid eneuiuviging use of ijb are fine ideas but thejspecial 
isouo fell far short of what it could and should have been, as reporting# as 
commentary nd in inf orrxbp , those who Mould use the ^ct. The omissions in its 
Hall of Pane are significant. Some do not belong there, net really. And although 
there are r iferanccn to the really oi{piificant 1374 amendments , with credit given 
where it has nothing at all to do with those amendments, the issue contains nothing 
at all about those amendments, ^an it be because of their political importances, 
a consideration I did not detect in tills issue? Hoes 3FJ duel: on this? 

( Please e;:cuse v typing. X* in >3 and in impaired haalth. Jt cannot be any 
better.) 

Uliat so many people who lacked influence, connections of the support of 
existing orgunicalions did to give FOiA viability is not indicated in any way* 

.Jji the bogimiihg, when it waijso important, it was not as yol/ say, that 
"The news media led the way. ♦ . . " It did not even report tho efforts of those who 
did lead the way. 

I think you may in the future find some of the actual history useful. 

To give you an idea of how it really was after Johnson delivered liis 

Fourth of July speech on enactment- wliat el$fe could he do?^ and then he and liis 

administration did all they could to frustrate the Act and its intent*, I asked 

the Washington AC LIT to ro^ireccnt me in my efforts to use the .Act to obtain 

witlihold information relating to tlio assassination of President Kenned* and its 

investigations. That crino and tliat investigation are not the fun-and-games the 

major media t'oko3 of writing about it. That is the mpst deeply subversive of 

crimes* Mine is not theoretical writing about itA^eolly reporting in books. 

.if ter several trips to The National Archives with me, after **■ gave him to 

geo the IdLnd of e listing information tint was withhold, instead of getting a law- 

Ac Uf^ iV^n 

yer to help mo obtains the witliheld inf or atirm^cT'got me a lawyer to defend me 

/ V * 

when rjjfs he exiected the FBI would came after maty 

In the end a young f dond who had not yet taken the District of Columbia 
bar examination did represent me in at least a dozen FOIA ^Iwsuits. Sorao were 
prcccdcntal, including on copyrught, and one is given credit in the legislative 
Idstory fd£ the 1974 amending of the Act 1 3 investigatory files exemp/ecT. Yet he, 
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James II. ^osar, is not ; ontionod in your issue. 

Of all the many in the Congress to whom we arc indebted for those amendments 
that gave tlu? Act viability the senator most responsible was the late Phil Hart of 
Michigan. Wo in not mentioned in this sx>oaial issue but ho does belong in the 
il all of FOIA ^omc for that and for j uch of Ids political activity in support of the 
Set. 



In tliat early toque st I could not get ACLU liolp on I sought the nonsecret 
results of tire Pill's testing of alio cod ad3assination evidence. (The FBI pre- 
vailed on overt mendacity. ) The Senator w£jo saw to it tliat the legislative liis- 
tory would bo clear was the sole surviving Kennedy brother , Edward. 

lie reporting of the amending mentioned tiiat or that it was one determined 
man, Andy ^Jacluson* sjphrase, who by his persistence became the majority when the 
Act was amended* 

Tlio A.ct did provide for the waiver of fees under some conditions. ^wa3 the 
iiAfet to use tliat provision. I had by then been engaged in an unsupported 
pro bono endeavor for almost 15 years when I lind no regular income and worked by 
adding to ny debt* Jack Landau of tlieJfiteportors Corunitteo for Freedom of Informa- 
tuon and his committee publicly opposed the granting of that fee waiver to me! 

¥oyr I till of 1,1 erne quite properly includes Sheryl L. \/alter for her role in 
getting fees Ukived - years later. But it makes no reference to the first to whom 
credit mid tlianks are duo, Jim Jjessr. 

And contrary to tlve position of Landau and the Reporters Committee, the 
judge who gTiLntOd tliat fee waiver slated tliat the records then to be disclosed 
would not be coming to light if it had not been for my earlier litigation tliat 
was cited in the legislative history of the 1974 amending of the Act. (Neither 
he nor Senator Kennedy credited ASHE and its counsel, (diehard 1*1. Sclimidt, Jr. 
for that 1 974 amenilingj J #lo A 

Before mp health problems compelled me to discontinue lawsuits under FOIA 
1 obt;iined more than a thord of a million pages of once-withheld records and, in 
tlie sjjirit of FOIA, have always given free and imsupervised acces. to them to all 
qriting in th field. They liave also becify/ deeded to a college that will make them 
^rmanently available. 

There is more for which I do not toko your time or mine but I do want to 
call yjur attention to wliat can lead to considerable frustration if those who 
read it act on it. Under "How to file FOIA request" on page 48 you say tliat, 

J, If an agency docs not moot the time deadline [of ten working days}], you may con- 
sider the request donied and appeal c& due..." 






If suit is filed without appeal of tlic denial the judge can throw tli n t suit 
out forthwith on the ground tliat all administrative rcxrdgli.es have not been exhausted, 
Gordon l/irmlow's failure to get compliance from the JIA after 17 years is 

n 

not the record. There may be t loose odder tlrm mine but I'm 3till awaiting com- 

x P * - 

pli;incc with requests I made of it in 1 [T/0 fTl inslow 1 s request relates to the late 
Rolando , not Ronaldo Hasf error, He was not known as El Tigro over his anti-Castro 
activiti ;s after he got to tlii> country, /fe earned that niclaiame when he wa^oart 
of tlio Batista regime u astro overt lirew. 

I enclose a c py of the page of the 06ngressiona.l Record with senator 
Kennedy's remarics, the ‘'aaliington Post 3tory quoting the judge on wliat the Post 
had not reported, my rosponnibili ty foal the amending of the Act's investigatory 
files exemption in 1<J74, and a port of on FBI filing in ny Oil 75-226 in which it 
through its counsel, the department of Justice, told that court that J loiew more 
about the JFK assassination and its investigations tliun anyone employed by the FBI, 
Tliat ^jylhhuitJ, by the way , is the one over which tliat exemption was 'unended 
tliat I refiled as the first suit under the amended act. The FBI prevailed in the 
earlier suit over what 1 referred to 03 mendacity. In the sgSond suit it resoted 
to perjury that I charged,TJie SUdefense" says 1 cuuld make and prove tliat cliarge 
"ad infinitrlim," as in fact 1 did, but instead of doijig something about the 

jr 

perjury tliat judge actually, literally, thteatdned §Ju Lesar and me! 

In the earl$ days, when those with we-lth and influence did not use the Act, 
giving it viability was not a pink tea. It required some risks, much effort and 
faith but there was no real help anywhere, 

I'm sorry to touj/uix tliat the records of some of t‘ ose you include in the Hall 
of Fame are not wliat you represent them to bo althou^ jihat you report is the general 
understanding, Hat Enndu/i alone and not luLm alone at the Reporters Cdmimittee, While 
I have no reason for this I guess it is 'oecause they did not like independent jour- 
nalists doing what tliey should have been doing and woro not, 

Sj^cerqly, 








Ueisberb 



